Otosyphilis in HIV-coinfected individuals: a case series from Toronto, Canada.
We sought to identify and review the clinical features and treatment outcomes of eight recent cases of otosyphilis in HIV-positive patients seen in Toronto. All patients reported tinnitus, and seven (87.5%) reported subjective hearing loss. Not taking auditory findings into consideration, four patients would be classified as having secondary syphilis, three patients as having early latent syphilis, and one patient as having latent syphilis of unknown duration. The median CD4 cell count was 370 x 10(6)/L. All patients were treated with intravenous aqueous penicillin G with regimens recommended for the treatment of neurosyphilis; four patients received adjunctive steroids. All eight patients experienced improvement in tinnitus and four of the seven (57.1%) patients with symptomatic hearing loss also experienced improvement. Otosyphilis can occur in HIV-positive individuals despite high CD4 cell counts, and is potentially reversible. Increased awareness of uncommon manifestations of syphilis in high-risk individuals is warranted to prompt appropriate investigation and treatment.